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 NEDDA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Colleagues,

As we emerge from a pandemic, we are looking forward to the opportunity to get together live and 
in person for some quality continuing education. While we are working on some ideas, we continue 
to wait and see how things evolve. I certainly hope 2021 brings us the opportunity to get together. It 
has been too long.

In the meantime, we recently hosted the Florida Dental Association’s (FDA) Casey Stoutamire and 
Greg Gruber on a Zoom presentation titled “How the FDA Can Help with HR, Practice Manage-
ment, Financial (including PPP) and Insurance Questions Related to the Pandemic.” It was truly 
excellent. I got some great information on COVID-19-related HR topics and even picked up a tax 

tip that will end up saving the Northeast District Dental Association (NEDDA) $5,000 in taxes!

We are entertaining options for additional Zoom presentations, so stay tuned. In the meantime, if there are any topics you 
feel would be helpful, please let us know and we will work on it.

Thanks again for the opportunity to serve as your NEDDA president.

Sincerely, 
Dr. Kris Harth

 2021 FLA-MOM RESCHEDULED FOR JULY 30-31

The 2021 Florida Mission of Mercy (FLA-
MOM) has been rescheduled from April 
to July 30-31 in Jacksonville. The safety 
of all volunteers and patients is the FDA 
Foundation and FLA-MOM Committee’s 
priority. All FLA-MOM protocols and 
safety procedures are being reviewed, 
and the clinic layout has been amended 
to ensure proper distancing. Volunteer 
registration will open on April 1, 2021. 
Please visit flamom.org for more infor-
mation. JULY 30-31

FLA-MOM
JACKSONVILLE 2021

http://flamom.org
http://flamom.org
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 CCDS PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Clay County Dental  
Society (CCDS), 

In January, we had our first 
in-person meeting, and Darly 
Thoppil, owner of Revive Re-
hab Inc., spoke on “Myofascial 
Approach to TMJ Pain.” It was 
a very engaging presentation 
and interesting to see how 

large a role physical therapy can play with our TMD 
patients. Our next general meeting will be held March 
3, with Dr. Gerald Cioffi speaking on “Common Oral 
Pathology Lesions and Treatment Modalities.” In April, 
we will have our final general meeting of the year, with 
Dr. Emily Tanzler of Cancer Specialists of North Flori-
da speaking on “Oral Cancer Treatment.”

Unfortunately, it seems that due to COVID-19 con-
cerns, our annual outreach program with The Amazing 
Mr. G will not happen this year. Last year, Mr. G was 
able to teach almost 2,000 third graders of Clay County 
about the importance of oral hygiene while donating 
toothbrushes and toothpaste to the students as well. 
While we are sad this event will not be happening this 
year, we look forward to it returning in 2022!

As this is my final message to you, I would like to 
thank all our members for being so patient this year. 
It has been an interesting year to say the least; we had 
to make quite a few adjustments to our schedule and 
meetings. Thank you everyone for being so under-
standing of these changes. I have enjoyed my time as 
president these past two years, and I truly appreciate all 
your support. I look forward to being a general mem-
ber next year and cannot wait to see what the future 
holds for CCDS!  

Sincerely,  
Dr. Aylin Mazzuoccolo

Dr. Aylin Mazzuoccolo Dr. Patrick Weaver

 JDS PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

I would like to thank our 
Jacksonville Dental Society 
(JDS) members for making this 
2020-2021 year happen. We had 
great turnouts at our meetings 
this year despite the challenges 
to remain socially distanced. 
This spring, we had Dr. Waseet 
Vance speak on “Advances in 
Treatment of Oral Cancer” and 

Dr. Samira Meymand speak on “Oral Surgery Tech-
niques.” Thank you to our JDS Board Members: Past 
President Dr. Millie Tannen, Vice President Dr. Chris 
Henry, Treasurer Dr. Noel Rodriguez and Secretary 
Dr. Alex Fetner. We do plan to hold our annual Spouse 
Night this year, details to come very soon. Thank you 
to everyone who participated in organized dentistry 
this year, have a great spring and summer and we will 
see you in the fall.

Sincerely, 
Dr. Patrick Weaver

 NEDDA CLASSIFIEDS

Make sure to check out the NEDDA classifieds for your 
next opportunity!

https://www.nedda.org/member-center/classified-ads
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 TRUSTEE REPORT

Greetings colleagues, from the 
FDA Board of Trustees (BOT)! 
While the BOT has not met in 
person since our winter newsletter, 
there are many updates and up-
coming events I’m happy to share 
with you all.

First, our winter House of Dele-
gates (HOD) was held virtually 
Jan. 23. Speaker of the House Dr. 

Don Ilkka did a wonderful job despite the pandemic con-
tinuing to interfere with in-person meetings. The virtual 
meeting was so efficient, it has been discussed to keep the 
January HOD as a virtual event; the June HOD will be 
in person during the annual Florida Dental Convention 
(FDC). 

The 25th annual Dentists’ Day on the Hill (DDOH) is 
coming up soon on Tuesday, March 16. This event will be 
virtual, and we are strongly encouraging all members to 
consider participating to learn more about this very im-
portant annual event. At the top of our legislative agenda 
are dental therapy and funding to implement the Dental 
Student Loan Repayment Program. If you happened to 
miss the Capital Report sent via email on Jan. 29, you can 
view it here or see the full Legislative Issues Sheet here. To 
register for DDOH, visit floridadental.org/virtualddoh.

After much discussion, the FLA-MOM was rescheduled 
to July 30-31 at the Prime Osborn Convention Center in 
Jacksonville. Please mark your calendars! Several addi-
tional precautions will be implemented to ensure a safe 

environment for volunteers and patients. The FLA-MOM 
committees will continue to meet via conference calls as 
we prepare to serve the Northeast Florida community.

Several hot topics have been on dentists’ minds across 
the state. Probably the first one that comes to mind is the 
COVID-19 vaccine. The FDA has been in constant com-
munication with the governor’s office to not only vacci-
nate dentists and staff, but also how to participate in the 
process of vaccinating the general public. With the terri-
ble weather specifically in Texas, we are all likely aware of 
the unfortunate lack of vaccine doses reaching Florida. I 
can assure everyone that the FDA and staff are working 
extremely hard to stay current on all things COVID-19. 
The FDA continues to see membership renewals coming 
in daily and at a higher rate at this point compared to last 
year.

Summer will be here before we know it. The Florida 
Dental Convention (FDC) is scheduled to be an in-person 
meeting this year. It will be held June 24-26 at the Gaylord 
Palms Resort & Convention Center in Orlando. Online 
registration is set to be open starting March 1, so be sure 
to get the dates on your calendar now.  

I strongly advise each member to review each email sent 
out by the FDA. There is always pertinent information 
to keep everyone updated on topics that tend to evolve 
daily. I really hope to see many of you at the June FDC at 
Gaylord Palms. In the meantime, hoping for health and 
safety of all our members and we begin to emerge from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Bethany Douglas

 NEDDA IMPORTANT DATES

 f March 16 • Dentists’ Day on the Hill, virtual event   

 f June 24-26 • 2021 Florida Dental Convention, Orlando 

 f July 30-31 • Florida Mission of Mercy, Jacksonville

https://floridadental.org/docs/librariesprovider57/private-library-florida/public/capital-report-2021/capital-report-01-29-21.pdf?sfvrsn=2ed61c8a_4
https://www.floridadental.org/docs/librariesprovider57/private-library-florida/public/legislative-issues/2021-legislative-issues-sheetfa5075ddb07d6e0c8f46ff0000eea05b.pdf
http://floridadental.org/virtualddoh
http://www.floridadental.org/virtualddoh
http://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce
http://flamom.org
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 2021 VIRTUAL DENTISTS’ DAY ON THE HILL

Due to the pandemic and the restrictions placed on large 
gatherings at the Capitol, the 2021 DDOH is going virtu-
al! The virtual DDOH will take place remotely on Tues-
day, March 16. Additional information and the detailed 
schedule will be sent later. 

For those who have never participated in DDOH, this is 
your chance to hear directly from legislative leaders about 
their support for the FDA’s legislative agenda. You will get 
to see your FDA leaders in action as the FDA moves for-
ward with one-on-one meetings with key legislators prior 
to the start of the 2021 Legislative Session.

The FDA will be hosting a friendly competition between 
attendees to bolster engagement leading up to DDOH. 
Points will be awarded for attendees posting on social 
media using #2021DDOH, taking action in a legislative 
alert, posting a picture with a legislator and various other 
forms of engagement. After DDOH, the FDA will award 
the top winners prizes for their participation.

If you are already registered for the in-person DDOH, 
your registration has automatically been transferred over 
to the new virtual advocacy day. If you are not registered 
but would like to be a part of this virtual advocacy, click 
here. Registrants will receive periodic emails regarding 
the FDA’s legislative agenda, as well as additional infor-
mation including thumbs up/thumbs down cards, legis-
lative flyers and talking points to assist you in speaking 

with your local legislator(s) throughout the 2021 Legisla-
tive Session.

If you have any questions, please contact the Gov-
ernmental Affairs Office at gao@floridadental.org or 
850.224.1089.

Get ready for our virtual DDOH by using this celebratory 
DDOH frame and help showcase that Dental Care is 
Essential Care! Add it to your Facebook today!

Dr. Mike Starr is excited to attend the virtual DDOH!

 REGISTER TODAY FOR FDC2021!

FDC2021 registration is open! Discover the “Pathways 
to Success” at the 2021 Florida Dental Convention, in 
person on June 24-26 at the Gaylord Palms Resort & 
Convention Center. FDC2021 will feature 130+ cours-
es including Dawson Seminar 2, Botox, head and neck 
cancer symposium, sleep dentistry and much more! 
Register by April 16 for discounted course pricing for 
the entire dental team. Register today!

http://floridadental.org/virtualddoh
http://floridadental.org/virtualddoh
mailto:gao%40floridadental.org%20?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/fbcameraeffects/tryit/851723192345788/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcameraeffects/tryit/851723192345788/
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=reg.flow&event_id=53
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=reg.flow&event_id=53
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PURPOSE. PASSION.PEOPLE.

PATHWAYS
TO SUCCESS

JUNE 24-26, 2021     FLORIDADENTALCONVENTION.COM     ORLANDO, FL

 IT PAYS TO BE AN FDA MEMBER AT FDC2021! 

We appreciate our FDA members and provide exclusive mem-
ber-only discounts at FDC2021! FDA members receive FREE 
pre-registration, discounted course fees, 19 FREE course options 
and discounted registration fees for team members at FDC2021. 
View the list of free courses.

Make your FDC2021 hotel reservation today at the Gaylord Palms 
Resort & Convention Center for the discounted rate of $205 per 
night, including free self-parking! Gaylord Palms has expand-
ed while you were away and now includes 300 additional hotel 
rooms and a new rapid river at the pool. The FDC room block 
sells out quickly, so reserve your room today! Gaylord Palms 
is committed to the health and safety of hotel guests. View the 
Gaylord’s Health and Safety Cleanliness Standards for updated 
information on their health and safety policies.

http://floridadentalconvention.com
https://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce/convention/attend/education/free-courses
https://book.passkey.com/gt/218014461?gtid=ab85dfb852ad3e0be9a2e3802d9b1c7b
https://gaylordhotelsclean.marriott.com/?_ga=2.185739115.372930646.1599580602-897337270.1530894102
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 NEW SPECIAL ENROLLMENT FOR HEALTH 
    INSURANCE DUE TO COVID-19

If you missed open enrollment in the fall because of the 
pandemic, you have a new chance to get 2021 coverage. 
New special enrollment is from Feb. 15 to May 15! Call 
FDA Services at 800.877.7597.

 HIPAA-COMPLIANCE SOFTWARE 
    SAVINGS! FDA MEMBERS SAVE 20%

Abyde, an industry-leading HIPAA-compliance 
software solution for dental practices, is the newest 
addition to the FDA Crown Savings program! This 
new partnership will save FDA members 20% on 
Abyde services and help their practices meet govern-
ment-mandated HIPAA standards that protect patient 
health information by identifying and correcting key 
security safeguards. 

Abyde’s revolutionary approach to HIPAA-compli-
ance guides providers through mandatory HIPAA 
requirements such as:

 f Risk Analysis

 f HIPAA training for doctors and staff

 f Managing Business Associate Agreements

 f Customized policies 

 f And more

Click here to learn more about Abyde.

 FDA ONLINE RADIOGRAPHY  
    TRAINING PROGRAM

With the FDA Online Radiography Training Pro-
gram, your assistants can train from the comfort and 
safety of their own homes and complete the course 
with a visit to your practice for the clinical portion 
under your supervision. Our radiography program 
costs less than traditional classroom training and 
eliminates travel. To find out more or to get started, 
visit mydentalradiography.com/fda. 

https://abyde.com/fda/
http://mydentalradiography.com/fda
http://mydentalradiography.com/fda
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 EMBRACING A CULTURE OF SAFETY IN DENTISTRY WEBINAR 

In light of an evidence-based approach to practice, most dental professionals consider dental care to be safe and effective; 
but as our medical colleagues discovered two decades ago, we don’t know what we don’t know. The dental profession has no 
systematic mechanism for documenting blamelessly adverse events and risks to patient and provider safety, by which den-
tists can collectively learn from the experience of others without having to experience that adverse event themselves. Safety 
in health care is a profession’s ultimate ethical and professional commitment. How can dentists improve “safety culture” 
and make a difference for patients and themselves?

Objectives:

 f Describe how reevaluating safety in dentistry can benefit their patients and themselves.

 f Identify examples of safety issues in dental practice.

 f Describe ways to immediately improve safety culture in dental practice.

This course is free and open to all. Register for this on-demand webinar. 

The information contained in this program was current as of Nov. 30, 2020.

 VOLUNTEER NOW: THE FDA NEEDS YOU!

Want to get involved with the FDA, but not sure where to start? Interested in gaining leadership skills and giving back to your 
profession? We should talk!

Each year the Leadership Development Committee  places an annual call to the entire membership to survey those who are 
interested in being more involved. Being a member of the American Dental Association, Florida Dental Association and 
local dental societies means there are a variety of ways you can make a difference and gain leadership skills. Please complete 
this form so the FDA can contact you and help increase your engagement based on your interests.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ebusiness.ada.org/education/viewcourse.aspx?id=524__;!!DQsrXrOZ9Hf0!VXtC4uhaiMt-D5pAvoVBrkDE8-KfjBLRuczXKxO7a1qtmt55BKAtJLpFDRdyJtbF$
http://floridadental.org/volunteer
https://form.jotform.com/210545395920052
https://form.jotform.com/210545395920052
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CAME FOR THE INSURANCE ... 
STAYED TO SUPPORT MY PROFESSION.

 Dentists have great  
things to say about

FDA Services offers exceptional service, quality insurance products and competitive prices … all while 
also supporting organized dentistry. Your FDA Services agent  understands what dentists need to 
protect themselves and their practices. Learn more by contacting Mike Trout today.

CONTACT Mike Trout - northeast Florida
P: 904.254.8927  | E: mike.trout@fdaservices.com
fdaservices.com/insurance-programs | Follow us on 

I’ve always had great service and 
provided competitive rates. Mike 

Trout is totally on top of it, takes great 
pride in his work, and is my GO TO for 

insurance services!!!  

– Dr. Kevin Snyder,  
Jacksonville

The FDA’s online Career Center allows you to conveniently browse, place, modify and pay for your ads 
online, 24 hours a day. Our intent is to provide our advertisers with increased flexibility and enhanced 
options to personalize and draw attention to your online classified ads!
 
Post an ad on the FDA Career Center and it will be published in our journal, Today’s FDA, at no addi-
tional cost! Today’s FDA is bimonthly; therefore the basic text of all active ads will be extracted from the 
Career Center on roughly the 10th 
of every other month. Please note: 
Ads for the Nov/Dec issue must be 
received no later than Nov. 1.
 

VISIT THE FDA’S CAREER CENTER!

Find the FDA’s Career Center at 
careers.floridadental.org.

http://fdaservices.com/insurance-programs
http://careers.floridadental.org
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THE OFFICIAL BLOG OF THE FDATHE OFFICIAL BLOG OF THE FDA

beyond the beyond the bite

THE OFFICIAL BEYOND THE BITE QUIZ (check all that apply):

  1. Are you creative?

 2. Are you well-informed?

 3. Do you have opinions that need a place to be heard (or, actually, to be read)?

 4. Can you write a “Hemingway” sentence (short, pithy, a complete thought)?

 5. Do you have a funny bone begging for exercise?

 6. Perhaps, you write dental haikus?

 7. Can you tell a great story?

 8. Are you the go-to expert on an issue?

 9. Did you check any of the above boxes?

   (If you did, you should write for Beyond the Bite! Send your ideas, how-tos, opinions, tall tales, poems and  
 funny stories to FDA Director of Publications Jill Runyan at jrunyan@floridadental.org.

You can find Beyond the Bite at blog.floridadental.org

mailto:jrunyan%40floridadental.org?subject=
http://floridadental.org/books


Starting a practice in 2021
Since 1996, Bank of America Practice Solutions has helped dentists across the nation reach their goals through smart financial solutions 
and helpful guidance. Whether dentists are starting a practice or expanding to new horizons, customized financial products are available 
to help turn their dreams into reality. 

Starting a practice is one of the greatest accomplishments in a dentist’s career, but it can also be one of the most challenging. As with 
any new business, these challenges come early, particularly with securing a loan, staffing and building a strong marketing plan to fill the 
operatories. Conquering these obstacles becomes far more manageable with an experienced lender.

The unique Start-up financing offered by Bank of America is an all-inclusive package, including:
• Flexible rates and flexible terms

• Optional rate lock to protect against interest rate changes

• Interest-only and graduated payment options to give ample time to grow without cash flow restrictions

As a national lender, Bank of America not only offers a strong lending solution for new startup practices but also complements the loan 
with turn-key business solutions such as merchant services, easy check deposits, business checking and online banking. Working with a 
lender that offers a full suite of products to help fulfill a dentist’s banking needs from top to bottom can be helpful when transitioning to 
practice ownership.

Bank of America focuses on three phases of starting a new practice:
Phase one is obtaining loan approval with the ability to lock in the borrower’s interest rate for up to 4 months, while finalizing leasehold 
or real estate space.

Phase two happens post lease signing, during the construction period. During this time, borrowers can make payments daily 
to vendors for construction, equipment, and marketing for up to 10-months of the project period, guarding against any potential 
construction delays.

Phase three occurs once the practice opens for business. New practice owners benefit from Bank of America’s complimentary 
Practice Heartbeat® program,2 to help you develop the management, analytic and competitive skills crucial to practice ownership. 

To learn more about practice startup loans and current promotional rates available through Bank of America, visit  
bankofamerica.com/practicesolutions or call 800.497.6076.

Bank of America 
Startup Financing1

1 All programs subject to credit approval and loan amounts are subject to creditworthiness. Some restrictions may apply. The term, amount, interest rate and repayment schedule for your loan, and any product features, including interest rate locks, may vary 
depending on your creditworthiness and on the type, amount and collateral for your loan. Bank of America may prohibit use of an account to pay off or pay down another Bank of America account. Repayment structure, prepayment options and early payoff 
are all subject to product availability and credit approval. Other restrictions may apply.

2 Bank of America makes no express or implied warranties relating to any aspect of the Practice Heartbeat® program, results are based on prior experiences, not a guaranty and you are not bound by recommended results.
All promotional and marketing materials are Bank of America Practice Solutions property, as such, cannot be changed, altered or modified, orally or in writing. All questions regarding these materials should be directed or referred to a Bank of America Practice 
Solutions Sales Associate
Bank of America Practice Solutions product offerings and restrictions are subject to change.
Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation. Bank of America Practice Solutions is a division of Bank of America, N.A.
©2020 Bank of America Corporation | MAP3379710 | FL-02-20-0253.C | PS-262-FL | 12/2020

http://bankofamerica.com/practicesolutions



