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 COVID-19 INCIDENCE LOWER AMONG DENTISTS THAN OTHER HEALTH CARE WORKERS

A study reported in the Journal of the American Dental As-
sociation found that dentists had experienced a 2.6% cumu-
lative COVID-19 infection rate as of November 2020, with 
monthly incidence rates ranging from 0.2% to 1.1% and 
averaging 0.5% over six months. This infection rate is far 
below that of other health care workers, such as physicians 
and nurses, ADA News reports. 

 Read the ADA News article.

 COVID-19 UPDATE

There have been changes in mask mandates from the Flor-
ida governor and mask guidance from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) for those who are fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19. However, it is important to 
note that there have been no recent changes in guidance for 
health care settings, including dental offices.

We know that masks and face shields will continue to be 
worn in dental treatment rooms and operatories; however, 
the Florida Dental Association (FDA) has received inqui-
ries from members regarding waiting rooms, consultation 
rooms, break areas, etc. Be sure to get your team’s feedback 
prior to making changes, as many employee concerns have 
stemmed from lack of communication within the office. As 
we have consistently stated, the FDA recommends that you 
use your medical judgment about what you believe to be 
best for your patients and staff.

Some key questions and their answers: 

What guidance has the CDC issued for health care per-
sonnel while at work?  
The CDC’s health care recommendations were last up-
dated on April 27 and apply to all health care facilities, 
including dental offices. The CDC guidance does state, 
“In general, fully vaccinated health care personnel should 
continue to wear [personal protective equipment] while at 
work.” This applies to actively treating patients.

Can I require masks in the waiting room?  
Yes. Because dental offices are private businesses, you can 
require masks in the waiting room or other common areas. 

What if we have a “mask optional” policy in the waiting 
room but a patient isn’t comfortable with it?  
Making masks optional in your waiting room doesn’t 
prohibit patients from wearing them. Encourage patients to 
wear masks if that’s what they prefer. Also, nearly all prac-
tices have systems for patients to wait in their cars rather 
than the waiting room. Consider offering this as an option 
for patients who aren’t vaccinated or don’t feel comfortable 
in the waiting room.

Do employees need to wear masks and social distance in 
the breakroom?  
If everyone on staff is fully vaccinated, there is no longer a 
need to wear masks or socially distance in break rooms.  

See page 2

https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2021-archive/may/covid-19-infection-rate-among-dentists-remains-lower-than-other-health-professionals
https://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2021-archive/may/covid-19-infection-rate-among-dentists-remains-lower-than-other-health-professionals
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html#anchor_1619116573222
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 COVID-19 (CONT.)

If there are individuals who are not vaccinated, there 
should be more caution. The CDC states: 

“… fully vaccinated health care personnel (HCP) could 
dine and socialize together in break rooms and conduct 
in-person meetings without source control or physical 
distancing. If unvaccinated HCP are present, everyone 
should wear [personal protective equipment] and un-
vaccinated HCP should physically distance from others.”

Can I ask employees if they’re vaccinated for COVID-19?  
Yes, employers can ask employees if they have been vac-
cinated. In fact, employers can require employees to be 
vaccinated. For additional information about the legal and 
human resources intricacies related to this question, please 
read this Today’s FDA article. 

Isn’t there legislation that protects health care workers 
from COVID-related lawsuits? 
Yes, civil liability protections against COVID-19-related 
claims for health care providers, including dentists, went 
into effect on March 29 and will apply retroactively. The 
legislation (CS/SB 72) protects health care workers who 
have been making their best efforts to protect patients, an 
example of which may be following CDC guidelines. Read 
more in the “Sine Die” edition of Capital Report. 

The American Dental Association (ADA) released infor-
mation about COVID-19 screenings and personal pro-
tective equipment, which includes Q&As about infection 
control and prevention. 

 NEDDA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Colleagues, 

I am honored and privileged to 
serve as the president of the North-
east District Dental Association 
(NEDDA). I would like to thank the 
Executive Council and the NEDDA 
membership for this opportunity, 
as well as my wife and children who 
have always supported me. I am 

greatly looking forward to the year to come.

This past year has certainly been one for the books and has 
produced a whirlwind of emotions for many of us in the 
dental field. Personally, I will never forget the day I decided 
to close the office, the weeks of uncertainty, every emer-
gency I saw while closed, or the first day back to seeing 
patients. A lot has changed since last March, but I cannot 
help but feel elated that things are finally trending back to 
“normal.” This past year has really proved how much or-
ganized dentistry has done for all of us, and how much we 
need to work together to be successful. 

Dr. W. Vaughn Holland

That brings me to the Florida Mission of Mercy (FLA-
MOM), which will be held here at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center on July 30-31, 2021. If you have not 
participated in this event before, I would highly recom-
mend that you sign up. It is truly an incredible feeling to 
see our dental community come together to help those 
that are underserved. I feel confident that you will find it 
very rewarding both personally and professionally. 

In this ever-changing environment, we are still working 
on plans for our winter meeting, so stay tuned for more 
details on that. 

I would like to end by saying thank you to our members 
for your participation and enthusiasm in our organiza-
tion and our community. As we move forward from this 
unprecedented year, I for one look forward to “seeing” you 
all!

Sincerely,  
Dr. W. Vaughn Holland

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html#anchor_1619116573222
https://floridadental.org/docs/librariesprovider57/private-library-florida/members/tfda/covid-19-vaccine-faqs.pdf?sfvrsn=e663ee8a_4
https://www.floridadental.org/docs/librariesprovider57/private-library-florida/public/capital-report-2021/capital_report-05-13-21_sine_die.pdf?sfvrsn=76e9108a_4
https://www.ada.org/~/media/CPS/Files/Articles/Toolkits/CDC_COVID-19_PPE_and_Screening_FAQ.pdf
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 NEDDA AFFILIATE WEBSITES

 f Clay County Dental Society • claycountydental.org  f Jacksonville Dental Society • jaxdentalsociety.com

 CCDS PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Clay County members,

I am happy to serve as your pres-
ident of the Clay County Dental 
Society (CCDS). If the past year has 
taught us anything, it’s to prepare 
for the unexpected. As we seem to 
be navigating out of the COVID-19 
pandemic, I would like to thank 
everybody for continuing to work 
hard to serve our dental community 

and to help out our fellow colleagues, whenever possible. 

For a quick update on things, I am pleased to report that 
our beloved friend, Mr. G, was able to revive the tradition 
of teaching the third graders of Clay County the impor-
tance of oral hygiene and to supply them with toothbrush-

Dr. John Mazzuoccolo

es. Thank you to all the members who helped donate to this 
important cause. As for our dental society, the board and 
I are excited for the upcoming year. The schedule is still in 
the process of being finalized, but we plan to continue to 
bring educational and relevant lectures for our members. 
As restrictions continue to loosen, we are optimistic that 
our meetings will be able to go back to some sense of nor-
malcy. Nevertheless, we will strive to serve our members to 
the best of our abilities, no matter the circumstances. Have 
a safe and happy summer. See you in the fall!

Respectfully, 
Dr. John Mazzuoccolo

 JDS PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Colleagues,

It is an honor, and I am humbled 
to be the new president of the 
Jacksonville Dental Society (JDS). 
I want to express my appreciation 
and dedication to helping the 
society achieve its mission. It has 
been a privilege to serve as vice 
president for the society for the 

past year and work with the board. Without a doubt, this 
last year has been a time of growth for me personally and 
professionally enduring the pandemic.

We will strive to provide high quality continuing education 
(CE) through keynote speakers. In addition, we are collec-
tively helping approach various professional challenges in 
our local community as well as navigating through all the 
new regulations together. With your input and direction, 
we are dedicated to help maintain all our practices and 
ensure the safety of our patients.

Dr. Christopher Henry

We hope that all of you will join us at the Florida Dental 
Convention (FDC) on June 24-26 to experience the “Path-
ways to Success.” Also, the FLA-MOM will be held July 
30-31 at the Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center to help 
meet some of the dental needs of the underserved. Another 
opportunity to serve this upcoming year will be on Feb. 4, 
2022, for Give Kids a Smile, which has treated more than 6 
million kids since 2003.

I would like to thank our former president, Dr. Patrick 
Weaver, who has given so much to the society over the last 
few years. His guidance, leadership and hard work to in-
crease membership have been invaluable. Our unified voice 
will help us continue to address the previous challenges 
and new ones on the horizon. With your support, may this 
be our most rewarding year!

Sincerely, 
Dr. Christopher H. Henry

http://claycountydental.org
http://jaxdentalsociety.com
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 TRUSTEE REPORT

Greetings from the FDA Board of 
Trustees. 

There has been a lot going on the 
last few months. COVID-19 seems 
to have quieted down in the dental 
office quite a bit. The FDA and 
many of the components, includ-
ing the NEDDA, are meeting in 
person again. The Florida Dental 

Convention is slated to be one of the busiest on record. It 
will be held June 24-27 at the Gaylord Palms in Orlando.

It’s the time of year to thank many people. Our own Dr. 
Richard Mullens is stepping down as a trustee for the 
Northeast and Dr. Bethany Douglas will be taking his 
place; Dr. Tom Brown will take her position as alternate 
trustee. At the state level, Dr. John Paul, the FDA editor 
for the last nine years, will be retiring as editor to assume a 
position in the FDA leadership as a line officer. Dr. Hugh 
Wunderlich has been selected to replace Dr. Paul as the 
FDA’s new editor. Congratulations to all and thank you for 
your service.

Dr. Dan Gesek

The Board of Trustees has been discussing governance 
issues. We are ever mindful of the time each volunteer 
spends and the associated costs. The Governance Task 
Force has met many times and will be putting forward 
recommended changes at this year’s House of Delegates 
meeting. 

Finally, the FLA-MOM will be held on July 30-31 at the 
Prime Osborne Convention Center. The plan is for a small-
er event with proper COVID-19 precautions. We hope you 
all can attend and help the citizens of northeast Florida 
get the care they so desperately need. You can donate your 
time, money or supplies by going to flamom.org. Thank 
you for all who have already signed up or donated. 

Sincerely, 
Dr Dan Gesek 
2021 FLA-MOM Chair

 NEDDA IMPORTANT DATES

 f June 24-26 • 2021 Florida Dental Convention •  
Orlando 

 f July 30-31 • Florida Mission of Mercy • Jacksonville

 NEDDA CLASSIFIEDS

Make sure to check out the NEDDA classifieds for your 
next opportunity!

http://flamom.org
http://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce
http://flamom.org
https://www.nedda.org/member-center/classified-ads
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 IT’S NOT TOO LATE FOR FREE  
    REGISTRATION FOR FDC!

FDA members receive FREE pre-registration, discount-
ed course fees, 19 FREE course options and discounted 
registration fees for team members until Friday, June 
11. FDC2021 features 130+ courses for the entire den-
tal team including Dawson Seminar 2, cannabis and 
pain management, head and neck cancer symposium, 
sleep dentistry and much more! Register today! Don’t 
delay — course fees and registration pricing increase 
on June 11. 

PURPOSE. PASSION.PEOPLE.

PATHWAYS
TO SUCCESS

JUNE 24-26, 2021     FLORIDADENTALCONVENTION.COM     ORLANDO, FL

 EXCLUSIVE FDC2021 EXHIBIT HALL DEALS

We are just weeks away from FDC2021! Don’t miss 
out on all the FDC2021 Exhibit Hall has to offer. More 
than 225 leading dental vendors are ready to share 
their knowledge and expertise, as well as the latest 
innovative products, services and dental technologies 
with you. View the FDC-exclusive Exhibitor Coupons 
before arriving on-site! 

 NOT ABLE TO ATTEND FDC2021? COURSE 
    RECORDINGS ARE AVAILABLE

Not able to attend 
FDC2021 in person? 
Want your team 
to listen to courses 
they couldn’t attend? 
FDC offers record-
ings of courses for 
you to purchase! 
Course recordings 
are $20 each or 
purchase all 75+ 
recorded sessions for $199 until July 10, 2021. View the 
available courses and purchase your recordings.

 WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK: ONE-QUESTION POLL

The FDA is interested in the marketing topics members want to learn more about. Please fill out this quick one-question 
poll to rate the marketing topics in order of importance to you.

https://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce/convention/attend/education/free-courses
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=reg.flow&event_id=53
http://floridadentalconvention.com
https://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce/convention/attend/exhibit-hall/exhibitor-coupons
https://podiumcast.com/store/events/florida-dental-2021
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FDAMarketing
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FDAMarketing
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FDAMarketing
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 f The Doctors Company • Booth 922

 VISIT US AT FDC!

Going to FDC? We would love to meet you! 

 f FDA Services • Booth 916 f FDA Member Relations • Booth 917

 WE NEED YOUR HELP! VOLUNTEER FOR THE 2021 FLA-MOM 

FLA-MOM
JACKSONVILLE 2021

 

-

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
JULY 30-31There are still some dentist 

volunteer shifts available for 
the 2021 FLA-MOM!

In addition, our greatest 
volunteer needs are for med-
ical volunteers and general 
community volunteers such 
as patient ambassadors and 
parking lot attendants.

The 2021 FLA-MOM will take place on July 30-31 in Jacksonville. Increased safety procedures and all COVID-19 guide-
lines and protocols will be implemented — the safety of all volunteers and patients is the FDA Foundation’s top priority. 
Register to volunteer today! Since 2014, FLA-MOM has treated nearly 10,000 patients and provided 49,000+ procedures, 
for a total value of care of $9.43 million. We need your help to continue our impact in 2021 in the Northeast Florida region! 
Register today at flamom.org.

Can’t make it to the 2021 FLA-MOM in Jacksonville? You can support FLA-MOM with a contribution.

https://fdafoundation.salsalabs.org/flamom2021/index.html
http://flamom.org
https://fdafoundation.salsalabs.org/flamom2021/index.html
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 CORKS & BARRELS

The 2021 FLA-MOM is around the corner! After having 
to postpone the event twice, the FDA Foundation and the 
Northeast District Dental Association are excited to final-
ly be able to bring much-needed care to the underserved 
and uninsured in Northeast Florida on July 30-31. Since 
2014, FLA-MOM has had a tremendous statewide impact 
— $9.43 million in donated dental services provided to 
nearly 10,000 patients with the help of more than 8,000 
volunteers. 

In an effort to ensure the well-being and safety of our pa-
tients and volunteers, the 2021 FLA-MOM Committee has 
updated the clinic floorplan to ensure physical and social 
distancing, as well as all program protocols to improve 
our safety procedures. Our enhanced safety protocols 
come with a need to purchase additional personal protec-
tive equipment and other supplies. We need your support 
so we can continue to provide great dental care and create 

smiles for our patients, and we have a fun virtual fund-
raiser to support the 2021 FLA-MOM: Corks & Barrels.

Corks & Barrels is an online raffle with great food, wine 
and bourbon prizes valued between $100 and $500. 
Tickets are only $25 and are available for purchase now 
through July 25 at flamom.org. Just click the Corks & 
Barrels image beneath the green DONATE button. The 
drawing will be held on July 26. A very special thank you 
to 2021 FLA-MOM Chair Dr. Dan Gesek for securing all 
the wonderful raffle prizes.

Want to support the 2021 FLA-MOM with a tax-deduct-
ible donation in addition to your raffle ticket? Please click 
here or visit flamom.org to donate. 

Volunteer registration is now open. If you haven’t signed 
up for your volunteer shift(s) yet, please visit flamom.org 
and sign up today!

http://www.flamom.org/
https://fdafoundation.salsalabs.org/flamom2021/index.html
http://www.flamom.org/
http://www.flamom.org/
http://flamom.org
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 FITNESS ON YOUR TERMS WITH CLASSPASS

ADA members receive FREE access to the ClassPass digital library and 10% off in-person class packages.

ClassPass is a new kind of fitness membership that grants you access to thousands of different classes at home and in stu-
dios and gyms in your city and around the world. Regardless of where your workouts are happening right now, ClassPass 
has you covered! 

Digital Classes 
ADA members will receive FREE access to over 4,000 hours of on-demand audio and video workouts from top-rated stu-
dios. Workouts include yoga, barre, strength training, cardio, meditation and more. 

In-studio 
ClassPass has in-person classes available at gyms and studios across the country. ADA members will receive 10% off credit 
packages that can be used to book these classes. Please Note: ClassPass is following local government mandates in regards to 
COVID-19 openings and closures. View offerings near you at classpass.com.

Wellness Sessions 
In addition to fitness classes, you can also book 
wellness experiences with your ClassPass mem-
bership. Wellness experiences include massages, 
facials, manicures, pedicures, and more.

To get started, visit ADA.org/ClassPass and sign 
up using “Company Code,” ADA2021.

Available ADA member plans include: 

 f $0 per month for free digital programs

 f $17 per month for 10 Credits

 f $41 per month for 25 Credits

 f $77 per month for 50 Credits

 HURRICANE SEASON BEGAN JUNE 1: DON’T FORGET TO PREPARE!

Hurricane season began June 1. Don't forget to review your storm 
readiness plan and ensure you have the right coverages in place 
to protect your practice. Creating an airtight plan now will give 
you the peace of mind to focus your attention on other challeng-
es your dental practice may face in the coming months. Review 
FDA Services’ Hurricane Guide, “Storm Proof,” which is full of 
helpful resources that will help you prepare for this year’s hurri-
cane season.

http://classpass.com
http://ADA.org/ClassPass
http://ADA.org/ClassPass
https://issuu.com/todaysfda/docs/hurricane_guide_2021_larger_size?fr=sZjZmYTE2MjQ0NjA
https://issuu.com/todaysfda/docs/hurricane_guide_2021_larger_size?fr=sZjZmYTE2MjQ0NjA
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instagram.
com/fda_

dental

linkedin.com/
company/flor-
ida-dental-as-

sociation

facebook.
com/Flori-

daDentalAs-
sociation

twitter.
com/

FDAdental

STAY CONNECTED

Since 1968

Practice Sales & Purchases Over $3.2 Billion

1-800-232-3826      www.AFTCO.net

 Call today for a 
 FREE MARKET VALUE ANALYSIS
 ($5,000 value)

Practice Sales & Purchases Over $3.2 Billion
800.232.3826            |          www.AFTCO.net

We are pleased to have represented 
both parties in this transition.

We are pleased to announce...

James G. Trantham IV, D.M.D.

George G. Flynn, D.M.D.

has acquired the practice of

Jacksonville, Florida

 FDA ONLINE RADIOGRAPHY PROGRAM

Amateur radiography has no place in your practice. 
Be sure your dental assistants have the training and 
certification required by Florida law before they expose 
their first radiograph. The FDA Online Radiography 
program delivers what your assistants need and keeps 
you in compliance with the law. No travel. No time 
away from work. They train online, at their conve-
nience and at their own pace. You sign off on their 
success. It’s affordable too! Just $285 per student for 
FDA members. Visit us at booth No. 917 at FDC2021 
on June 24-26. Stop by for the chance to win an instant 
camera or a free voucher for radiography training! Vis-
it mydentalradiography.com/fda to get started today.

http://instagram.com/fda_dental
http://instagram.com/fda_dental
http://instagram.com/fda_dental
http://linkedin.com/company/florida-dental-association
http://linkedin.com/company/florida-dental-association
http://linkedin.com/company/florida-dental-association
http://linkedin.com/company/florida-dental-association
http://facebook.com/FloridaDentalAssociation
http://facebook.com/FloridaDentalAssociation
http://facebook.com/FloridaDentalAssociation
http://facebook.com/FloridaDentalAssociation
http://twitter.com/FDAdental
http://twitter.com/FDAdental
http://twitter.com/FDAdental
http://mydentalradiography.com/fda
http://mydentalradiography.com/fda
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CAME FOR THE INSURANCE ... 
STAYED TO SUPPORT MY PROFESSION.

 Dentists have great  
things to say about

FDA Services offers exceptional service, quality insurance products and competitive prices … all while 
also supporting organized dentistry. Your FDA Services agent  understands what dentists need to 
protect themselves and their practices. Learn more by contacting Mike Trout today.

CONTACT Mike Trout - northeast Florida
P: 904.254.8927  | E: mike.trout@fdaservices.com
fdaservices.com/insurance-programs | Follow us on 

I’ve always had great service and 
provided competitive rates. Mike 

Trout is totally on top of it, takes great 
pride in his work, and is my GO TO for 

insurance services!!!  

– Dr. Kevin Snyder,  
Jacksonville

http://fdaservices.com/insurance-programs
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THE OFFICIAL BLOG OF THE FDA THE OFFICIAL BLOG OF THE FDA 

beyond thebeyond the  bite

Subscribe to our blog.

Get entered into a 
monthly drawing for a 
$10 Starbucks gift card.

blog.floridadental.org

http://floridadental.org/books
http://blog.floridadental.org



