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The answers to these questions and more are addressed 
in the latest “Chew on This!” Florida Dental Association 
(FDA) Executive Director Drew Eason interviewed Edwin 
Bayó, a partner at Grossman, Furlow & Bayó, LLC whose 
practice includes the representation of professional licens-
ees before regulatory agencies and Florida courts. Mr. Bayó 
has a broad range of professional experience, including 
work in the Florida Office of the Attorney General, the 
Florida Department of Health and the Florida Department 
of Business and Professional Regulation; he previously 
served as senior assistant attorney general in the adminis-

trative law section and served as counsel to the Florida Board of Dentistry (BOD). Mr. Bayó actually helped to draft some 
of the statutory language about recordkeeping that impacts dentists.  

During the interview, it’s suggested that Florida dentists attend a BOD meeting when they’re not on the agenda. The BOD 
meets four times a year and the meetings, which are open to the public, include disciplinary cases, licensure approvals, 
correspondence items, policy discussions and more. Meetings are scheduled for the following dates in 2022: Feb. 18, May 
20, Aug. 12 and Nov. 18.

Notices, agendas and public books for upcoming meetings are available online. Information from past meetings, including 
minutes and audio, is also available on the BOD’s website.

CLICK THE VIDEO TO WATCH 
THE LATEST EDITION OF 

“CHEW ON THIS!”

https://vimeo.com/641933440
https://vimeo.com/641933440
https://floridasdentistry.gov/meeting-information/
https://floridasdentistry.gov/meeting-information/past-meetings/
https://vimeo.com/641933440
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Dear Colleagues, 

As I am sitting here reflect-
ing on another Thanksgiving 
holiday, I cannot help but think, 
“Where did the year go?” It sure 
seems that every year goes by 
faster and faster, or maybe the 
pandemic really has altered my 

perception of time. Things have changed considerably over 
the past few years, as the pandemic has certainly not been 
easy on dentistry. However, I am still so happy to do what 
I do. With everything that is going on in the world, this is 
still the time to reflect on the things we are most thankful 
for. I am thankful for my profession, my patients, my team, 
and most importantly, I am thankful for my family. Don’t 
forget to take a moment to remember what you are thank-
ful for, because it is certainly easy to forget.

I would like to address leadership for a moment and start 
by saying that we are always looking for people to help with 
the Northeast District Dental Association (NEDDA). This 
is a great way to get into leadership if you are interested, so 
please reach out to us if you would like to do so. This year, 
it was our district’s turn to nominate a leader for the FDA 
secretary position and we are putting forward Dr. Dan 
Gesek as our choice. Dr. Gesek was the lead for the Florida 

Mission of Mercy (FLA-MOM) event 
in Jacksonville this year. He did an 
incredible job with the event, which 
resulted in more than $1.6 million in 
donated dental care. He’s also active 
in leadership for our district as well 
as the state and national levels. I 
would like to congratulate Dan and 
thank him for all he has done. We’re 
fortunate to have him, and I’m excited 
for him to represent our district moving forward. 

Don’t forget, the 2022 Dentists’ Day on the Hill (DDOH) 
will take place on Tuesday, Feb. 1. Make sure to register if 
you’d like to attend! It’s incredibly important for our pro-
fession that we be there to voice our concerns to the people 
who make the laws — your voice really does matter! 

As things have settled into a new normal, we are planning 
to have a spring continuing education (CE) event this year 
on April 22 at TPC Sawgrass. We will have some great 
presentations and it will be wonderful to see everyone in 
person. I hope you all enjoy the end of 2021 and I wish 
everyone the best for 2022!

Sincerely, 
Vaughn Holland, DMD, MS

Dr. John Mazzuoccolo
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As the year comes to a close, it’s time 
to begin looking forward to the end 
of our 2021-2022 year with the Clay 
County Dental Society (CCDS). 
During this time of year, I hope that 
all of us will be able to balance busy 
practice life with the hustle and bus-
tle of our personal lives. With that in 
mind, don’t forget license renewal is 
fast approaching.  

To help with those who may need CE credit, we have two 
meetings in place for early 2022. On Jan. 19, Dr. Austin 
Belknap will be lecturing on oral pathology and oral medi-
cine topics, and on Feb. 9, Dr. Gerald Cioffi will be leading 
a COVID-19-related discussion. Those two meetings will 
wrap up our year for CCDS. Once again, all meetings will 
be held at the Holiday Inn & Suites on Wells Road in Or-
ange Park and will begin at 5:30 p.m.  

Membership to the CCDS is open 
to any dentist who practices within 
Clay County. If you are new to Clay 
County or just have been away 
from the CCDS for some time, 
please consider joining! Feel free 
to email me at john.mazzuoc-
colo@gmail.com if you would like 
more information about joining our organi-
zation or if you did not receive the membership email. 
We would love to continue to grow our membership and 
keep Clay County a great place to practice dentistry. I hope 
to see everyone in person soon!

Best Regards,  
John Mazzuoccolo, DMD

http://floridadental.org/ddoh
mailto:john.mazzuoccolo%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:john.mazzuoccolo%40gmail.com?subject=
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Friends and Colleagues, 

I hope that this holiday season is 
filled with joy for you and your 
families, and that 2022 will prove to 
be your best year yet. Since our last 
update, the Board of Trustees (BOT) 
met via Zoom in October and in per-
son in Tallahassee in early December.

Some of the most exciting news to relate is that some of our 
own have been selected as the 2022 FDA Award winners. 
Dr. Dan Gesek was named FDA Dentist of the Year, and 
Mrs. Angie Brown and Mrs. Stacy Gesek were named as 
FDA Public Service Award winners for their work as part 
of the 2021 FLA-MOM Hospitality Committee.

The FDA remains in strong financial position and a routine 
audit of the financials was incredibly smooth. This is a tes-
tament to the strong team we have at the FDA handling the 
day-to-day operations. Membership numbers are compa-
rable to pre-COVID-19 numbers. We have seen an overall 
increase in members, but due to a larger increase in new 
dentists in the state, our market share has declined. The 
membership team is working on strategies to address the 
decline in market share.

The 17th District Delegation to the ADA House of Dele-
gates was once again a strong group at the meeting in Las 
Vegas. There was much cause to celebrate as Dr. Cesar 
Sabates was installed as the American Dental Association 
(ADA) president, the first from Florida as well as the first 
Cuban-American to hold that office. Finally, thanks to our 
increase in membership numbers, the 17th District gained 
another delegate spot.

The 2022 Legislative Session in Tallahassee will begin Jan. 
11. DDOH is scheduled for Feb. 1 with an informational 
session the night before. We’ll also be celebrating our 25th 
year of advocacy in Tallahassee with a special event. This 
was postponed from last year due to the pandemic. 

Two task groups have been busy working on important 
topics to the FDA. The Workforce Innovation Task Group 
has been exploring solutions to address issues surrounding 

TRUSTEE REPORT

Dr. Tom Brown
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the need for an adequate dental workforce. The Gover-
nance Task Group is evaluating the governance structure 
of the FDA to see what changes, if any, would enhance the 
efficacy of the efforts of the FDA.

The FDA Foundation will be holding the 2022 FLA-MOM 
on March 11-12 in Tallahassee. One way to help the FDA 
Foundation is to designate the FDA Foundation as the 
beneficiary of AmazonSmile purchases you make with your 
Amazon account.

The BOT received an update on the social media/mar-
keting campaign being handled by Moore Agency. This 
campaign has been focused on emphasizing the safety of 
dental visits during COVID-19, reinforcing the authority of 
the FDA and member dentists as experts in oral health, and 
steering patients to FDA member dentists. The campaign 
has been successful in driving patients to member dentists 
with more than 45,000 Find-a-Dentist search clicks.

The BOT will meet next via conference call March 16, 
2022, and in person May 13-14, 2022.

Respectfully, 
Tom Brown, DMD, MS 
Alternate Trustee

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2019148
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2019148
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All Florida-licensed dentists must renew their 
license by midnight on Feb. 28, 2022. As a 
reminder, all Florida-licensed dentists must 
complete 30 hours of continuing education (CE) 
credit between March 1, 2020 and Feb. 28, 2022 
to renew their license. Click here to find the list 
of required courses to renew. Don’t wait until 
Feb. 28 to report or review your CE! Log in to 
your CE Broker account to review your current 
CE credits or self-report other courses you may 
have attended. Do you still need CE hours to 
renew your license? The FDA has online CE 
courses available for you. When you’ve complet-
ed the 30 hours of needed CE credits, you can 
then renew your license. 

DON’T FORGET: FLORIDA DENTAL LICENSE RENEWAL DEADLINE IS FEB. 28, 2022

RENEW YOUR LICENSE!

PREVENTION WORKS: REGISTER FOR THE 2022 DENTISTS’ DAY ON THE HILL

Registration is open for the 2022 DDOH! The 2022 DDOH 
will take place on Tuesday, Feb. 1 with a legislative briefing 
on Monday, Jan. 31 at 6 p.m. at Hotel Duval. The theme 
of the 2022 DDOH is “Brush, Eat, Brush, Sleep, Repeat — 
Prevention Works!” Join your colleagues in spreading the 
message that good oral hygiene works in preventing dental 
disease. Many of the legislative issues the FDA pursues em-
phasizes the importance of education and prevention. Help 
advocate for these issues and more in Tallahassee during the 
2022 DDOH! 

Information regarding DDOH will be sent periodically to 
registrants leading up to the event. Register as soon as possi-
ble to receive timely information!

If you have any questions, please contact Governmental  
Affairs Liaison Alexandra Abboud at 850.224.1089 or  
aabboud@floridadental.org.

Drs. Toby Thomson, Reza Iranmanesh and Zack Kalarickal 
 are looking forward to DDOH! 

For more information and to register for DDOH, go to floridadental.org/ddoh. 

https://floridasdentistry.gov/renewals/dentist/#tab-ce
https://www.cebroker.com/
https://www.cebroker.com/
https://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce/continuing-education/online-ce
https://flhealthsource.gov/
https://flhealthsource.gov/
https://floridasdentistry.gov/renewals/dentist/#tab-ce
https://flhealthsource.gov/
https://flhealthsource.gov/
http://floridadental.org/ddoh
http://floridadental.org/ddoh
mailto:aabboud%40floridadental.org?subject=
http://floridadental.org/ddoh


RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 
FOR 2022 
TODAY!

THREE EASY WAYS TO PAY:

PAYMENT PLAN: 
Choose from a variety of monthly installment plans.

AUTO-RENEWAL: 
Set it and forget it! Your membership will automatically renew each year  
with the credit card you put on file.

Online: Visit floridadental.org/dues.

Mail: Return blue envelope with statement and payment.

Phone: Dial 850.681.3629 to speak to our friendly membership team.

HELPING MEMBERS SUCCEED

We have your back. Always.
Dr. Casey Lynn

Chair, FDA Council on Membership
Pediatric Dentist – Apollo Beach, FL

http://floridadental.org/dues
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VOLUNTEER FOR THE 2022 FLA-MOM

FLA-MOM is a two-day dental clinic that provides dental care 
to the underserved and underinsured in Florida — those who 
would otherwise go without dental care — at no cost to the 
patient. FLA-MOM is a first come-first served event with a goal 
of treating more than 1,000 patients in just two days. 

The 2022 FLA-MOM will be hosted in the Northwest District 
by the FDA Foundation on March 11-12 at the Donald L. 
Tucker Civic Center in Tallahassee. Volunteer registration is 
open, so make sure you and your dental team register for this 
life-changing event.  

To help provide oral health care services to the large number 
of expected patients, volunteers of all types are needed before, during and after the event. Clinical volunteers are needed: 
dentists of all specialties, dental hygienists and assistants, as well as medical professionals such as pharmacists, physicians, 
EMTs and nurses. 

Not only are clinical volunteers needed, but the 2022 FLA-MOM also needs almost twice as many non-clinical/general 
volunteers. General volunteers assist with things like registration, clinic setup, data entry, escorting patients and translat-
ing. Your entire dental team can take part in this ultimate team-building opportunity, from your clinical staff to your office 
staff — so register today! 

If you have any questions, please contact the FDA Foundation at flamom@floridadental.org or 800.877.9922.

JOIN THE FDA FOUNDATION’S EMERALD CLUB WHEN RENEWING YOUR FDA DUES

The Emerald Club is the FDA Foundation’s premier giving society that supports philanthropic programs through FDA 
members. When you join the FDA Foundation’s Emerald Club, your annual gift makes a difference in the lives of thou-
sands of Floridians in communities across the state. Your tax-deductible gift to the FDA Foundation supports these 
life-changing programs:

 f Florida Mission of Mercy

 f Project: Dentists Care

 f Donated Dental Services

Join the Emerald Club and become part of the legacy. 
Check the FDA Foundation box on your dues statement or 
visit donate.floridadental.org to join or enhance your level 
of giving. For questions, please contact the FDA Founda-
tion team at 800.877.9922.

The FDA Foundation is the philanthropic arm of the Florida Dental Association 
promoting dental health for all Floridians. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGIS-
TRATION (CH2435) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-HELP-
FLA TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE OR GO TO www.freshfromflorida.
com. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=reg.flow&event_id=60
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=reg.flow&event_id=60
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=reg.flow&event_id=60
mailto:flamom%40floridadental.org?subject=
http://donate.floridadental.org
https://www.floridadental.org/foundation/programs/mission-of-mercy
https://www.floridadental.org/foundation/programs/project-dentists-care
https://www.floridadental.org/foundation/programs/donated-dental-services
http://donate.floridadental.org
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SEARCH FDC2022 COURSES AND SPEAKERS

The 2022 Florida Dental Convention (FDC) will be 
held June 23-25 at the Gaylord Palms Resort & Con-
vention Center in Orlando. FDC2022 will offer 130+ 
courses to enhance and refine skills for everyone on the 
dental team. Course highlights include Pankey Essen-
tial 1, sleep disorders, pediatric tongue-tie treatment, 
whole body health and wellness, gingival grafting, 3D 
printing, aerosol-free dentistry for the entire dental 
team and much more! As a member benefit, FDA 
members continue to receive FREE preregistration as 
well as a multitude of FREE courses to choose from. 
View the FDC2022 course and speaker listing.

FDC2021

FDA MEMBERS RECEIVE A DISCOUNT ON TICKETS FOR CHRISTMAS AT GAYLORD PALMS

As an FDA member, you can take advantage 
of discounted hotel rates at Gaylord Palms and 
discounted ticket pricing for Christmas at Gaylord 
Palms until Jan. 2, 2022. 

There is no better way to celebrate the holiday 
season in the Orlando area than gathering your 
family for holiday fun during Christmas at Gay-
lord Palms. Explore acres of twinkling lights and 
decorations and more than 12 hours of exciting 
holiday activities, shows and events. Click here to 
learn more.

ADA LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE WITH ADDED FEATURES

On Nov. 9, the ADA launched its new website, which is part of a multiyear project to modernize the association’s online 
presence, ADA News reported. “We are deeply committed to meeting the needs of our members,” said ADA President Dr. 

Cesar R. Sabates. “Modernizing our technology to function 
seamlessly for the needs of today’s dentists — who want relevant, 
evidence-based dental information on the go, no matter the 
device they’re using — is part of delivering on this commitment.” 
New features include an expanded Live Chat and an improved 
search function with artificial intelligence to provide visitors 
with more precise results. 

Read the full story on ADA News and click the image to take a 
video tour of the new site.

https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=expomap.mainSess&event_id=58
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=expomap.mainSess&event_id=58
https://sitefinity.ada.org/docs/librariesprovider57/private-library-florida/fdc/cagp_floridadental.pdf?sfvrsn=5047f88a_2
https://messaging.ada.org/c/1796EYw4zI3bYN2EfslMOXhNVDSn6
https://www.ada.org/
https://www.ada.org/publications/ada-news/2021/november/new-day-for-ada-org


Since 1968

Practice Sales & Purchases Over $3.2 Billion

1-800-232-3826      www.AFTCO.net

 Call today for a 
 FREE MARKET VALUE ANALYSIS
 ($5,000 value)

Practice Sales & Purchases Over $3.2 Billion
800.232.3826            |          www.AFTCO.net

We are pleased to have represented 
both parties in this transition.

We are pleased to announce...

James G. Trantham IV, D.M.D.

George G. Flynn, D.M.D.

has acquired the practice of

Jacksonville, Florida

 NEDDA CLASSIFIEDS

Make sure to check out the NEDDA classifieds for your 
next opportunity!

 • jaxdentalsociety.com •

 • claycountydental.org •

 NEDDA AFFILIATE WEBSITES

https://www.nedda.org/member-center/classified-ads
https://www.nedda.org/member-center/classified-ads
http://jaxdentalsociety.com
http://jaxdentalsociety.com
http://claycountydental.org
http://claycountydental.org
http://claycountydental.org


JOIN US FOR AN UPCOMING WEBINAR

Whiteboard Marketing, a dental practice marketing firm, surveyed FDA members about webinar topics they’re interested 
in, and heard overwhelmingly positive feedback regarding the use of local search engine optimization (SEO) to attract, 
acquire and retain the patients they want. Join us on Tuesday, Dec. 14, at 6 p.m. ET for a free webinar presented by White-
board Marketing, “Local Patient Search and How Google Impacts Your Practice.” This webinar will help FDA members 
master the use of Google to promote their practices and ultimately drive traffic from new patients to their websites.

Participants will:

 f understand how Google views dental practices and what Goo-
gle provides to help dentists show up during the patient search 
process.

 f discover what your practice Google My Business page is and how 
to claim, optimize and use it to attract patients, increase phone 
calls and requests for directions, request reviews and more.

 f learn how to incorporate SEO, online reviews and marketing 
strategies to help Google find you when a patient searches for a 
new dentist.

Register now for the free webinar! Those who register but are unable to 
attend live will receive a link to a recording of the webinar to watch on 
demand.

Whiteboard Marketing partners with dentists nationwide to develop and implement practice marketing strategies that increase 
new patient acquisition and build brand awareness. Visit whiteboard-mktg.com for more information.

INFORMATION BLOCKING AND INTEROPERABILITY

On Oct. 29, 2020, the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) announced an interim 
final rule implementing portions of the 21st Century Cures Act having to do with “information blocking” and “interopera-
bility.” The most important parts of this rule for dentists deal with “information blocking,” which is a practice that is likely to 

interfere with access, exchange or use of electronic health informa-
tion. In a June 2 letter to the ONC, the ADA requested clarity on 
points of the rule that are important to dentists. 

The ADA has received questions from many dentists about how to 
comply with information blocking rules. Answers to these ques-
tions and other important information about new information 
blocking and interoperability rules can be found on this fact sheet.

 

Volunteer for the NEDDA!  
Visit the NEDDA’s website  

for more information.

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0hqrFLE9QCmgVSI2iaYL6A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0hqrFLE9QCmgVSI2iaYL6A
http://whiteboard-mktg.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0hqrFLE9QCmgVSI2iaYL6A
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/advocacy/210602_ONC_Interop_Rule_Letter_nosig.pdf
https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/advocacy/211104_onc_factsheet_finalrule_informationblocking.pdf?rev=80da337e15cf41b999e9fc9f12940bdb&hash=7591D5A9A300B1A0515012200181D0E7
https://www.nedda.org/volunteer
https://www.nedda.org/volunteer
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CAME FOR THE INSURANCE ... 
STAYED TO SUPPORT MY PROFESSION.

 Dentists have great  
things to say about

FDA Services offers exceptional service, quality insurance products and competitive prices … all while 
also supporting organized dentistry. Your FDA Services agent  understands what dentists need to 
protect themselves and their practices. Learn more by contacting Mike Trout today.

CONTACT Mike Trout - northeast Florida
P: 904.254.8927  | E: mike.trout@fdaservices.com
fdaservices.com/insurance-programs | Follow us on 

I’ve always had great service and 
provided competitive rates. Mike 

Trout is totally on top of it, takes great 
pride in his work, and is my GO TO for 

insurance services!!!  

– Dr. Kevin Snyder,  
Jacksonville

http://floridadental.org/specialalerts
http://floridadental.org/specialalerts
http://fdaservices.com/insurance-programs




THE PERFECT GIFT!

1 Fleet incentives available only for qualified customers on certain MY20 and MY21 Mercedes-Benz models. Incentive must be used at time of 
purchase/lease. Eligible person must be the buyer/co-buyer or lessee/co-lessee. Star AccessSM incentives cannot be used in conjunction with 
Diplomat, European Delivery, Special Demos, Certificate Programs, Mercedes-Benz Incentive Bonus Cash and other Fleet programs, or non-
U.S. specification vehicles. Incentive amounts are subject to change on a monthly basis and should be confirmed with your dealer at the time 
of transaction. Amount of actual savings may vary depending on model selected. Offer expires December 31, 2021.

FDA members save up to $1,2501  
on a new Mercedes-Benz

This is the season to get out and go – and take advantage of special offers on the 2021 Mercedes-Benz  
GLE SUV and E-Class Sedan.

Roomy yet elegant, the 2021 GLE SUV comes with features like DYNAMIC SELECT® driving modes,  
64-color LED ambient lighting and the technologically advanced Mercedes-Benz User Experience (MBUX),  
a user-friendly infotainment system.

As MotorTrend’s 2021 Car of the Year®, the redesigned E-Class Sedan offers advancements to help make  
every drive safer, smoother, and more satisfying.

Better still, with up to $1,2501 in FDA membership incentives toward a purchase or lease on one of  
these vehicles, this is your opportunity to make this season even more special.

ada.org/mercedes | 866.628.7232

https://ada.org/mercedes

