
Research Tax Credit for Dental Practices
Many dental professionals are not aware they may qualify to claim the Research Tax credit. This credit can either be used 
to offset taxes or taken as a cash refund. In addition to federal credits, many states also offer state credits.

    

A d v i s o r y  G r o u p

How does the RTC work for Dentists?
Dentists are routinely presented with unique challenges requiring the use of the latest technologies and the need for            
innovation. While dental implants and today’s root canal procedures may seem standard practice compared to just                  
20 years ago, dentistry continues to require experimentation, analysis and modification of procedures, products and           
innovative treatment plans for patients.

While many “routine” dental procedures don’t qualify for the R&D tax credit, 
the following types of common activities may:
   • Experimenting with alternative materials or attachment systems
   • Creating prototypes
   • Implementation of new dental systems (pressable ceramic systems, CAD/CAM 
      zirconia milling, 3D scan and mill, laser sintering systems, etc.)
   • Complex or custom procedures
   • Using an on-site milling machine or in-house lab
   • Using 3-D printing technology
   • Improving existing finishing, trimming, wax up techniques
   • Determining custom settings for new equipment, tooling parameters
   • Developing color matching methods
   • Experimenting with different ingot selection, or overcoming problems with 
      unexpected margin chipping, fit, rocking and bridge twisting, unexpected cracks 
      and remakes
   • Overcoming problems with green state fractures during sintering and trimming, 
      or with systems that are extremely “technique sensitive”
   • Developing new bridge designs, or experimenting with new night guard 
      materials, etc.
   • Experimenting with and improving bio-compatibility of materials and strength 
      of implant designs
   • Any other testing or development associated with solving a non-standard 
      problem, using non-standard materials/methods, or standard or combination of     
      standard materials in ways they weren’t designed or intended

    

Why Dentists Should Consider Research Tax Credits
The ongoing disruption of the dental industry is closely linked with that of 
manufacturers in healthcare and medical devices. In order to meet the new 
demands of speed and quality, research and development processes will be 
required to create innovative, improved technologies and processes to succeed. 
These research and development activities may qualify for federal and state 
R&D tax credits.

Contact Steve Phillips, CPA (sphillips@beachcpafirm.com) for a no-charge assessment to confirm if your practice can          
qualify for these credits. We can explain the program in detail and explain how we can take you through the process of 

ensuring you maximize your legitimate Research Tax Credit claim.
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