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— > NEDDA ADVOCATES AT DENTISTS' DAY ON THE HILL

Northeast District Dental Association (NEDDA) dentists
gathered in Tallahassee to advocate for policies that
protect the dental profession and support the delivery
of safe, ethical and high quality dental care across Flor-
ida. Their presence helped ensure that the voices of our
district’s dental professionals were heard by legislators
making decisions that directly impact patient care and
practice sustainability.

A heartfelt thank you to NEDDA leadership members
Drs. Andy Brown, Tom Brown, Bethany Douglas and
Kris Harth for making the trip and representing our
district with dedication and professionalism. We also
extend sincere appreciation to all NEDDA members
whose dues make these advocacy efforts possible.

Call to Action

If you are interested in attending the next Dentists’

Day on the Hill or becoming involved as a Legislative
Contact Dentist, we encourage you to take the next step
in advocacy.

You may find more information here, or contact Debbie
DeVille at ddeville@nedda.org to learn how you can
participate and help shape the future of dentistry in
Florida.



https://www.floridadental.org/advocacy/legislative-contact-dentists
mailto:ddeville%40nedda.org?subject=

— b FLORIDA DENTAL LICENSE RENEWAL REMINDER — RENEW BY 2/28/2026

Reminder: All Florida-licensed dentists must renew their dental license by
midnight on Feb. 28, 2026. Before renewing, visit CEBroker.com to review your
continuing education (CE) credits or self-report any additional courses. Need
additional CE? FDA members can access up to six hours of free online courses at
floridadental.org/online-ce.

Don’t Forget!

Renew Your Dental License
by February 28, 2026.

If you need to fulfill the mandatory prescribing controlled substances require-
ment, the FDA offers the on-demand webinar “Opioid Use Disorder in Dental
Patients” for $40 for member dentists. As a member benefit, verified webinar
completions will be reported to CE Broker on your behalf. Click here for webinar
details and to register.

REMINDER

eF florida dental

New requirement: All Florida-licensed dentists and hygienists must also N
complete a Level 2 background screening and fingerprinting prior to renewal.

To avoid delays or license expiration, the FDA recommends completing this step at least 14 days before your renewal date.
Learn more about the new requirement and find approved fingerprinting locations in your area at floridadental.org/

fingerprinting.

— P> FDAS: CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SERVICE!

For 40 years, Florida Dental Association Services Inc. (FDAS) has existed
to serve one purpose: protecting dentists and their practices. What began
as a bold decision by the FDA has grown into a trusted insurance organi-
zation. This anniversary celebrates that commitment — past, present and
future.

A Purpose That Never Changed

FDAS was created when dentists needed an advocate — someone willing
to challenge the status quo and build a better solution. From those early
decisions to today’s national presence, the mission has remained con-

tant: simplify i , ide stability and stand beside dentist
L ANNIVERSARY [ e e, s pseseniee
4444000

Built to Lead, Built to Last
From the beginning, FDAS was designed for the long term. Careful leadership, strong carrier partnerships and a steady focus
on integrity created an organization dentists could rely on — not just for coverage, but for confidence.

Get a quote in minutes at fdaservices.com or call or text 850.681.2996.



http://CEBroker.com
http://floridadental.org/online-ce
https://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce/continuing-education/online-ce/webinars
http://floridadental.org/fingerprinting
http://floridadental.org/fingerprinting
http://fdaservices.com

READY. SET. RENEW!

Keep Your Practice Moving —
Renew Your License by February 28.

—

All Florida licensed dentists must renew their
dental license for the 2024-2026 biennium by
Feb. 28, 2026. You must complete 30 hours of CE
credit to renew your dental license. Because you
are an FDA member, we are here to help! The FDA
offers opportunities to earn 6 hours of free CE

online at www.floridadental.org/online-ce.

NEW! Fingerprinting & Background Requirements for First-Time

Screening Requirement Biennium Renewals

All Florida licensed dentists renewing their license If you are newly licensed (after Feb. 28, 2024) and renewing
by Feb. 28, 2026 must undergo a fingerprint-based your license for the first time, you are only required to
Level 2 background check, including state and complete two courses for renewal. These courses are:
national criminal records checks, and are required
to comply with the background screening
requirements established in section 456.0135, F.S. * 2 hours of CE on HIV/AIDS

Learn more at floridadental.org/fingerprinting. At the next renewal cycle, you must complete the full
30-hour requirement.

* 2 hours of CE on Prescribing Controlled Substances

YOU MUST HAVE 30 HOURS OF CE CREDIT TO RENEW YOUR LICENSE

2 Hours of Prescribing
& Controlled Substance
Credit

2 Hours of Medical

+
= & Errors Credit

This course is required for all dentists
and must be taken each license
renewal.

28 Hours of General
Course Credit

B

This 2-hour course is included in the
28 hours of general course credit &
must be taken each license renewal.

Only 3 hours of the 28 hours can be
practice management credit.

2 Hours of HIV/Aids
Credits

2 Hours of Domestic

W
m Violence Credits
I|\

6 Updated CPR
!= Certificate

This course is due every third
biennium. Check your CE Broker
account to confirm the last time you
took this course.

This course is only required during
your first license renewal cycle.

You must have a current CPR certifi-
cation to renew. The CPR certification
course hours do not count toward
the 30 hours required to renew.

florida dental QUESTIONS? Contact the FDA

fda: ASSOCIATION at ce@floridadental.org or 850.681.3629.



https://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce/continuing-education/online-ce

BACKGROUND SCREENING REQUIREMENT FOR LICENSURE RENEWAL

NEW BACKGROUND SCREENING REQUIREMENT
FOR LICENSURE RENEWAL

All health care practitioners, including dentists and

hygienists, will be
and

to have a

In order to renew

their licenses for February 28, 2026.

As required by the Florida Legislature.

Fingerprinting & Background Screening Requirement

Florida Dental License Renewal:

Per 2024 legislation, all Florida-licensed dentists and
dental hygienists must complete a Level 2 background
screening every five years. This includes electronic
fingerprinting through a state-approved provider.

Deadline:
Must be completed by February 28, 2026. Recommend
completing at least 21 days in advance to avoid delays.

Who Must Comply:

All licensed health professionals in Florida, including
dentists and hygienists. Dentists must complete this
every other biennium.

Approved Vendors Only:

Fingerprinting must be done through a Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement (FDLE)-approved Livescan
provider that is photo-capable and participates in the Care
Provider Background Screening Clearinghouse.

Medicaid Providers:

May be required to complete fingerprinting; depends
upon past screenings. Prior screenings must be within
five years and through an FDLE/Clearinghouse-compliant
provider.

Concealed Weapon Permits Do Not Qualify:
Fingerprints submitted for concealed weapon permits
cannot be used for licensure screening.

Privacy Statement Required:

The privacy statement on your renewal application must
be signed. Without it, results cannot be shared with the
Florida Department of Health.

How to Complete Your Screening:

 Register in the CHAI system.

» Create or update your profile.

e Schedule an appointment with an FDLE- approved
Livescan provider.

« Bring your ORI number (EDOH45607)
to the appointment.

» Keep your TCN for your personal records.

For full details and
helpful links, visit

floridadental.org/fingerprinting



http://floridadental.org/fingerprinting

RENEW YOUR TRIPARTITE* MEMBERSHIP FOR 2026 TODAY!

Dr. Latoya
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THREE EASY WAYS TO PAY PAYMENT PLAN
¢ ONLINE: Visit floridadental.org/renew Choose from a variety of monthly
or scan the QR code below. installment plans.
® MAIL: Return blue envelope with
statement and payment. AUTO-RENEWAL
* PHONE: Dial 850.681.3629 to speak Set it and forget it! Your membership will

automatically renew each year with the

to our friendly membership team.
e y T credit card you put on file.

e &
E_n"rium 850.681.3629 *Your Tripartite Membership includes the ADA,
I:j‘;‘-”'ﬁf* floridadental.org/renew FbA and your local component

ey florida dental

ASSOCIATION

HELPING MEMBERS SUCCEED



https://www.floridadental.org/member-center/pay-your-dues

—p> RECENTLY RETIRED OR RETIRING SOON?

If you’ve recently retired — or plan to retire before March 31, 2026 — contact us
at fda@floridadental.org or 850.681.3629 to request your Retired Affidavit via
DocuSign.

Most retired members pay little to no dues while still enjoying full access to their
benefits and services.

We’re here to help you stay connected!

—»> FLORIDA MISSION OF MERCY VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

Florida Mission of Mercy (FLA-MOM) is the signature program of the FDA Foundation and the largest charitable dental clinic
in the state. Since 2014, FLA-MOM has provided $19.1 million in donated care to more than 17,000 patients. The 2026
FLA-MOM will take place May 15-16 in Jacksonville, and volunteer registration is now open. Sign up at FLAMOM.org.
Questions? Contact the FDA Foundation team at foundation@floridadental.org or 850.681.3629.



http://www.FLAMOM.org
mailto:foundation%40floridadental.org?subject=
mailto:fda%40floridadental.org?subject=
http://www.FLAMOM.org

BANKING BUILT FOR
DENTAL PROFESSIONALS

BECAUSE YOUR PRACTICE DESERVES
A PARTNER WHO GETS IT.

Whether you're expanding, merging, or buyingin —
We help dentists FUND THE FUTURE. Switch to Affinity Bank.
20+ Years of Experience and 100% Focused on Dental,

AFFINITY BANK KNOWS YOUR BUSINESS.

‘6 Affinity Bank is hands down the most client driven bank. \ The Southeast’s
Leading

.
. . , , /' Dental Bank
practice loan and then setting up our business checking /

Iworked with Tara from start to finish from acquiring a

account. The team at Affinity Bank is unrivaled. 'mglad to |
have found them very early in my career to help save me

time and money.

~Dr. Darshan Patel, Florida ,’ ¥

Scan to connect with
your Affinity team

TARA FLYNN

Vice President
Business Development &
Commercial Lending

X tflynn@myaffinitybank.com
® (770) 548-8029

AFFINITY oy

BANK MyAffinityBank.com FDIC


mailto:tflynn%40myaffinitybank.com?subject=

NEDDA AFFILIATE WEBSITES

v CLAY COUNTY
fda DENTAL ASSOCIATION
/ AN AFFILIATE OF THE NORTHEAST DISTRICT,

AMERICAN & FLORIDA DENTAL ASSOCIATIONS

« claycountydental.org «

M JACKSONVILLE
fda DENTAL ASSOCIATION
AN AFFILIATE OF THE NORTHEAST DISTRICT,

AMERICAN & FLORIDA DENTAL ASSOCIATIONS

« jaxdentalsociety.net «

NEDDA CLASSIFIEDS

Make sure to check out the NEDDA classifieds for
your next opportunity!

AFTCO

I TRANSITION CONSULTANTS
Since 1968

We are p/em'e/fo announce...

Cardona Carlos Medina, D.M.D.
has transitioned his practices
Lady Lake & Deland, Florida

Melvin B. Benson Jr., D.D.S.
has acquired the practice of
David C. Schirmer, D.D.S.

Sarasota, Florida

Call today for a
FREE MARKET VALUE ANALYSIS
($5,000 value)

We are p/eme/ to have

assisted in these transitions,

800.232.3826 | www.AFTCO.net
Practice Sales & Purchases Over $3.2 Billion

(@nedda_dentists

Florida State College
at Jacksonville

FSCJ will hold a job fair for the graduating class of
dental hygiene students on Wednesday, April 15, at 12
p.m., at the college's North Campus (4501 Capper Rd.,
Room E166). Graduating dental hygiene students will
provide potential employers/dentists with resumes to
review and will be able to sit for a brief interview. The
job fair will last about 1-2 hours.

If you are interested in reserving a table at the job fair,
contact Dr. Jeffery Smith at dr.jeff.smith@fscj.edu or
call 904.766.6655 for additional details.

0]


mailto:tflynn%40myaffinitybank.com?subject=
http://jaxdentalsociety.com
https://jaxdentalsociety.net/about-us/
https://www.claycountydental.org/
https://www.nedda.org/member-center/classified-ads
https://www.nedda.org/members/classified-ads
mailto:dr.jeff.smith%40fscj.edu?subject=

(] Raliraphy.com
| 8 RADIOGRAPHY
CERTIFICATION

‘" FROM HOME

ONILINE DENTAL RADIOGRAPHY  CERTIFICATION
TRAIN ONLINE, ANYWHERE, AT YOUR OWN PACE

Take the first step on the path to dental radiography certification. Train online, at your own pace. Study anywhere!
The Florida Dental Association (FDA] Online Radiography Training Program provides you the formal fraining you need,
with the professional development you want. Enrich your career path while contributing a vital service to your patients

and denfal team. It's the most convenient and economical way to get the radiography training required by Florida law.

It's affordably priced, too — just $285 per student* for FDA members!

: ObA0)
fda: fl?srl 9? |C/! eTrll’E)aIE ‘ C?V mydentalRadiography.com ‘ @%’,

*Non-members pay $385.



https://mydentalradiography.com/fda/

—p FDC2026 — MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESERVATION!

The Florida Dental Convention (FDC) offers two hotel options to fit your needs
and budget.

Gaylord Palms Resort & Convention Center

Stay where the magic happens! FDC2026 returns to the newly renovated Gaylord
Palms Resort & Convention Center, offering the perfect blend of education and
escape. The discounted FDC rate at Gaylord Palms is $221 per night (more than
55% off standard rates) and includes:

[ fda flo

rida dental

SSOCIATION

Complimentary self-parking

Newly upgraded guest rooms and refreshed resort spaces
A three-acre water park and resort-style pools

Nine on-site dining options

A stunning 4.5-acre indoor atrium

Rooms in the FDC block will go fast! Click here to lock in your stay early and make the most of your FDC experience.

Fairfield by Marriott Kissimmee/Celebration
Looking for a more budget-friendly option? The Fairfield Inn is conveniently located just 1.5 miles from Gaylord Palms and
offers everything you need for a comfortable stay. The discounted FDC rate is $129 per night and includes:

©® Complimentary breakfast
© Free parking

® Easy access to Gaylord Palms

Availability is limited! Click here to reserve your room.

—» CONNECT WITH THE TOP DENTAL VENDORS IN THE FDC2026 EXHIBIT HALL!

Discover what’s next in dentistry at FDC2026, June 25-27. Explore the Exhibit
Hall and connect with more than 350 leading dental vendors all under one

roof. From cutting-edge equipment and innovative technology to practice

solutions and software, this is your chance to experience the latest products,

ask questions and find tools that can transform your practice. Click here to
view the full list of exhibiting companies.

MAKE CONNECTIONS | BUILD RELATIONSHIPS | DISCOVER PRODUCTS

Best of all, Exhibit Hall access is included with free FDC2026 registration

Y for FDA members. Is your team attending, but not needing CE? Your team
can still join the excitement with free Exhibit Hall passes, valid all three

| days of the convention. Take advantage of this offer starting March 1 at

, floridadentalconvention.com.

CONVENTION



https://book.passkey.com/gt/220872890?gtid=ed1c7b739f07bd158237b7e5d1326241
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1768317396334&key=GRP&app=resvlink&_branch_match_id=1539736822227595322&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXTywo0MtNLCrKzC8p0UvOz9UvSi3OyczLtgdK2ALZZSCOWmaKraG5mYWxobmxpZmxsYladmqlrXtQgFpdUWpaKlB3Xnp8UlF%2BeXFqka1rSnoqACMIjtReAAAA
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?do=expomap.mainExhib&event_id=79&fbclid=IwAR3BEJmDeugJIFhY6A0n4ipCoWK0ZGk3ypQerxFaciBH9ByWpRBjekFnmxo
https://www.floridadental.org/convention-ce/convention

fdéi'f services inc.
/ FLORIDA DENTAL ASSOCIATIOSIkl1

Best Card Makes Payment Collections easier with
Online Tools Designed for Dental Practices.

e Website payment buttons and Text-to-Pay
* Automatic-posting into popular dental software.

e Card vault

Want to pass on credit card fees?
We offer compliant surcharging, too.



mailto:Compare%40BestCardTeam.com?subject=

— > MARK YOUR CALENDAR — FDC2026 REGISTRATION OPENS ON MARCH 1!

Immerse yourself in the world of dental excellence and “Plug In.
Amplify. Rock Your Practice” on June 25-27 in Orlando. Explore more
than 150 courses led by more than 90 acclaimed speakers, show-
casing the latest trends, technologies and techniques in dentistry.
Course topics include crown lengthening, implant restorations,
sleep dentistry, digital full arch workflow, oral pathology and more
— FDC2026 covers it all! Click here to view all course options and to
make your course itinerary.

This year’s scientific program will feature The Dawson Academy’s
| Core 1 Two-Day Course! Dr. Leonard Hess, Dawson Academy Clinical
= Director, will be presenting the two-day course “Dawson Core 1:

Occlusion & Smile Design, A Two-Day Course” (C28) on Friday, June
\“““" e 26 and Saturday, June 27. This two-day course lays the foundation

JUNE 25-27, 2086 |

5 e for predictable, long-term restorative success by teaching core
i ORLANDO principles of occlusal stability, patient communication and modern
' treatment planning by blending function, aesthetics and business

strategies through both analog and digital workflows.

Mark your calendar to register at floridadentalconvention.com beginning March 1! As always, FDA members register
for free!

— P AADEJ PANEL RELEASES CRITICAL GUIDANCE ON

GENERATIVE Al USE IN DENTAL PUBLISHING

Evidence-based consensus statements provide framework for ethical
and responsible use of Generative Al in writing and publication of the
profession’s literature.

The American Association of Dental Editors and Journalists (AADEJ)
today announced the release of its highly anticipated “Guidance
for Authors, Editors and Publishers on the Use of Generative Al,”
now available on ADACommons at commons.ada.org/

individualscholarship/9/.

The comprehensive manuscript presents 17 evidence-based con-
sensus statements developed by a multidisciplinary stakeholder
panel convened by AADEJ. The panel brought together leading
experts in dental editing, academia, publishing and law to address the growing influence of generative Al technologies in
professional and scholarly communication.

More than a simple set of recommendations, the guidance document provides critical context on how generative Al tools
function and examines the technical, legal and ethical risks their use may introduce. These considerations are essential for
maintaining the accuracy, validity and reliability of both professional dental literature and everyday scholarly writing.

“The AADEJ is proud to offer this exciting document that elevates ethical dental journalism and promotes standardization of
expectations for authors and readers on GAl use in the profession's literature,” said AADEJ President Dr. Jasmine Schafagh.

“We kindly ask that you share this within your networks.”

The guidance includes a tabletop tool that summarizes key statements, enabling publications to develop customized au-
thor guidelines and publication policies tailored to their specific needs.

(Continued on page 14)



https://events.floridadental.org/?do=expomap.mainSess&event_id=79
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=admin.login
https://events.floridadental.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=admin.login
http://www.floridadentalconvention.com
http://commons.ada.org/individualscholarship/9/
http://commons.ada.org/individualscholarship/9/
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Your Voice.

Your Leadership.

Interested in serving? The following seats on the Florida

Dental Association’s Board of Trustees
will be open and voted on during the

FDA ELECTION TIMELINE June 2026 House of Delegates meeting:

e Secretary

January 22 )
Nomination Process Begins * President-elect

Trustees (2 openings)
April 3

Speaker of the House
Application Deadline (First Round)

FDA Editor

April 27 The timeline applies to all open
Initial Candidate Slate Announced positions.

May 27
Final Application Deadline

To learn more or apply,
June 5 scan this QR code.

Final Candidate Slate Announced

[ forice
Elections held at Annual House of Delegates




— > AADEJ PANEL RELEASES CRITICAL GUIDANCE ON

GENERATIVE Al USE IN DENTAL PUBLISHING (CONTINUED)

The AADEJ extends sincere gratitude to the stakeholder panel members whose expertise and dedication made this import-
ant work possible: Christopher Smiley (Chairperson), Thomas Dodson, David Foe, Julie Frantsve-Hawley, Chester Gary, Kelly
Lemke, Francine Lynch, Kelly O'Brien, Michael Parks, Jeffrey Platt, Toni Roucka, Ellen Thieme and Hugh Wunderlich.

To access the guidance document and tabletop tool, visit: https://commons.ada.org/individualscholarship/9/.

The AADEJ is a nonprofit organization established in 1931 that serves individuals and publications across the oral health community, including state
dental associations, component societies, specialty groups and alumni, student, allied professional and commercial publications. AADEJ's mission
is to engage in activities that promote the advancement of all phases of dental journalism and dental literature. The association advances ethical
journalism by promoting responsible editorial practices, setting high professional standards and providing education and services that foster the
professional development of its members.

o B e e S e B B S

St St St St St
FLORIDA DENTAL CHATTER

This Facebook group is designed for dentists to interact with other members, receive the
latest updates and information, and engage with FDA leaders and staff. This is
the place to be in the know!

Join us at facebook.com/groups/floridadentalchatter.

NEWS BITES = FEBRUARY 2026 14


https://commons.ada.org/individualscholarship/9/
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AWARDS LUNCHEON 2026

DENTAL STUDENT AWARD SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD

Ms. Brooke Cary Dr. Karen Glerum

DENTAL TEAM MEMBER AWARD HELPING MEMBERS SUCCEED
Ms. Nycole Cooper TEAM IMPACT AWARD

Mrs. Deirdre Rhodes
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARDS
Mrs. Jerilyn Bird PRESIDENT'S AWARD

Dr. Kerwin Scott Dr. John H. Paul

NEW DENTAL LEADER AWARD DENTIST OF THE YEAR

Dr. Latoya Joseph Dr. Jeff Ottley

L EADERSHIP AWARDS J. LEON SCHWARTZ
Dr. Erika King LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD

Dr. Elias Moron )
Dr. Rudy Liddell

JOIN'IN THE RECOGNITION OF YOUR (OLLEAGUES
Friday, June 26 | 11:30 AM — 1:00 PM
Gaylord Palms Resort and Convention Center, Orlando, FL

Individual tickets are $55 or reserve a table of 10 for $550.
Purchase tickets beginning March 1 through your FDC registration or
¥ contact Lianne Bell at bell@floridadental.org or (850) 681-3629 by June 5.

SPONSORED BY services inc.



mailto:lbell%40floridadental.org?subject=

—» AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT — MAKE SURE YOUR WEBSITE IS COMPLIANT!

Many dental practices are being sued for having a public-facing website that does not meet the American with Disabilities
Act’s standards. This flowchart and the websites mentioned, can help you identify potential issues with your practice’s web-
site and hopefully save you from potential legal jeopardy as it relates to your practice website.

ADA Accessibility

Requirements Flowchart
Y Start

Is the website publlcly accessible?

o

ADA likely not applicable
(internal/private system)

Can users navigate the entire site using
ONLY a keyboard?

(Tab, Shift+Tab, Enter, Space, Arrow keys)

FAIL: Keyboard
accessibility required ‘

Is there a visible focus indicator when tabbing?

(outline or highlight showing where you are)

i FAIL: Focus visibility required

Do all images have appropriate alternative text?
(Decorative images ignored; meaningful images described)

FAIL: Screen reader access issue

Are form fields properly labeled?

(Labels connected to inputs; errors clearly explained)

o

FAIL: Form accessibility issue

o

continue to next column

These websites will run a free accessibility scar
website back in compliance. We suggest yo
developer or content manager to make an

accessibe.com/accessscan www.accessibilitychecker.org

www.audioeye.com/website-accessibility-checker

www.skynettechnologies.com/accessibility-checker

Is text readable and resizable?
= At least 4.5:1 color contrast
= Text resizes to 200% without breaking layout

FAIL: Visual accessibility issue

Is all multimedia accessible?
= Videos have captions

= Audio has transcripts

= No auto-play without controls

FAIL: Multimedia
accessibility issue

Are headings and page structure logical?
= Proper heading order (H1, H2, H3)
= Landmarks (nav, main, footer) used

Needs Improvement

Does the site avoid accessibility traps?
= No flashing (seizure risk)

= No time limits without extensions

= No hover-only interactions

FAIL: Usability barrier

RUN AUTOMATED + MANUAL TESTING
= Automated scan (WAVE, Axe, Lighthouse)
= Screen reader test (NVDA, VoiceOver)

[REFER TO THE WEBSITES ABOVE TO RUN THESE TESTS]

Are there unresolved critical errors?

w @

GENERALLY NOT ADA
ADA COMPLIANT COMPLIANT

wave.webaim.org




FDAS CROWN SAVINGS

W

services inc.

FLORIDA DENTAL ASSOCIA'I'IOTNM

fda

Join your fellow FDA member dentists in saving on the essential products and services for
your practice! We find the best deals with the best providers so that FDA members can
receive exclusive discounts, saving them time, money and hassle.

Call 800.877.7597 or visit fdaservices.com/crown-savings to learn more!

//“/
BANK OF AMERICA

PRACTICE FINANCING

50% reduction in loan
administration fees.

800.497.6076
bankofamerica.com/practicesolutions

DENTAL SUPPLIES
Competitive pricing and significant
savings.

tdsc.com
888.253.1223
support@tdsc.com

TDSCis a member-dentist led organization built to
provide consistent, competitive pricing on dental
supplies to members of organized dentistry regardless
of practice size. Dentists have already saved more than
$6.5 million compared to MSRP on their dental supplies.

@ iCorebxchange

HIPAA-COMPLIANT EMAIL

35% off iCoreExchange
HIPAA-compliant email.

888.810.7706
icoreconnect.com

VAbyde

AUTOMATED HIPAA & OSHA
COMPLIANCE

20% savings.

800.594.0883
abyde.com/fda

tdSc

COIN

POWERED BY

YAaHENRY SCHEIN®

< Best Card

PAYMENT PROCESSING

An average annual savings
of $6,496 (27%) savings on
payment processing.

877.739.3952
bestcardteam.com

£ CareCredit

Making care possible...today.

PATIENT CARE FINANCING

Get started for only $30
($165 savings).

800.800.5759
carecredit.com/dental

ADA CREDIT CARD
Earn points plus no annual fee.

888.293.1595
adamastercard.com

) Mercedes-Benz

LUXURY VEHICLES

Save up to $2,500 on a new
Mercedes-Benz.

866.628.7232
ada.org/mercedes


http://fdaservices.com/crown-savings

—»> NEW HIPAA RULES ADDRESS SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER RECORDS

ADA provides updated sample notice ahead of Feb. 16 deadline. ,‘ ‘.

The ADA created a Dental Practice Checklist that includes what

dental practices need to do before Feb. 16. c o M P L I A N T
The ADA updated its sample Health Insurance Portability and Ac-

countability Act, or HIPAA, Notice of Privacy Practices to reflect new

federal requirements regarding the use and disclosure of certain

substance use disorder treatment information. Beginning Feb. 16,

HIPAA-covered practices must include information in their Notice of Privacy Practices describing how substance use disor-

der records protected under title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 2 may be used and disclosed. The new federal
requirements are the result of a final rule modifying the Part 2 rules published Feb. 16, 2024.

UPDATED FOR ADA MEMBERS Jan. 22: Dentists should be aware
that the ADA has revised the its Sample Notice of Privacy Practic-
es, which includes information about the confidentiality of patient
information from a Part 2 substance abuse treatment program. The
resource is available in English and in Spanish. It is member-only
and requires ADA member login credentials to access the PDF file.

The updated sample Notice of Privacy Practices is intended to help dental practices meet their legal obligations while clear-
ly communicating patients’ privacy rights.

Under federal law, the Part 2 rules provide heightened confidentiality protections for records related to federally assisted
substance use disorder diagnosis, treatment, or referral. Dental practices may receive these records as part of a patient’s
health history or through coordination of care with other providers. The updated Notice of Privacy Practices explains how
these records may be handled when they are received by a dental practice with consent from an individual in a Part 2 pro-
gram, or under one of the exceptions to the consent requirements.

The HIPAA Notice of Privacy Practices is not required to include information concerning reproductive health. Provisions of
the HIPAA Privacy Rule to Support Reproductive Health Care Privacy requiring such modifications was vacated by a decision
of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas on June 18, 2025.

The sample Notice of Privacy Practices makes clear that certain types of information are subject to special protections.

“Some information, such as HIV-related information, genetic information, alcohol and/or substance use disorder treatment
records, and mental health records may be entitled to special confidentiality protections under applicable state or federal
law. We will abide by these special protections as they pertain to applicable cases involving these types of records,” accord-
ing to the sample notice.

A new section of the sample Notice of Privacy Practices specifically addresses substance use disorder treatment information
governed by Part 2. It explains the difference between records received through a general consent from the patient and re-
cords received under a specific consent. The sample notice also states that Part 2 records generally may not be used against
a patient in legal proceedings without proper authorization or a qualifying court order.

“In no event will we use or disclose your Part 2 Program record, or testimony that describes the information contained in
your Part 2 Program record, in any civil, criminal, administrative, or legislative proceedings by any Federal, State, or local au-
thority, against you, unless authorized by your consent or the order of a court after it provides you notice of the court order,”
the sample notice reads.

(Continued on page 19)
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What does this mean for dentists?

To comply with the new requirement by the Feb. 16 deadline, dental practices should update the Notice of Privacy Practices
by including the new language related to substance use disorder information disclosure language. They should provide the
revised Notice of Privacy Practices to new patients at intake, have it available at the dental office for individuals to request,
and post the information in a prominent location in the dental office, as well as on the dental office website if it has one, as
required by HIPAA. Electronic distribution is acceptable if patients have agreed to receive notices electronically.

The requirement to update Notice of Privacy Practices does not change other longstanding HIPAA requirements such as the
provider’s duty to safeguard protected health information, obtain patient authorization for certain uses and disclosures,
and notify affected individuals following a breach of unsecured protected health information.

“Dental practices should assess whether they maintain or receive records associated with substance use disorder treatment
programs, or Part 2 programs, and update applicable policies, consent forms, and Notices of Privacy Practices,” said Jenni-
fer Thompson, D.D.S., chair of the ADA’s Council on Dental Practice. “It is also important to train clinical and administrative
team members to understand the rules governing patient records under HIPAA and related confidentiality rules.”

The updated ADA sample Notice of Privacy Practices replaces the sample Notice of Privacy Practices previously included
in the ADA Practical Guide to HIPAA Compliance, the ADA Practical Guide to HIPAA Training and the Personalized Notice of
Privacy Practices Brochure. E-book versions of these publications have already been updated.

Members who wish to order updated printed copies of the brochure may do so through . For more information
about the HIPAA Privacy Rule for professionals, visit this . For more information about the final rule, check out the

online fact sheet.

Article first appeared in the ADA News by Olivia Anderson.

NEED HELP WITH
PATIENT COMPLAINTS?

The Peer Review program is designed to help Florida Dental Association
member dentists.

Avoid costly legal fees, malpractice suits and Board of Dentistry complaints by
using this free service exclusively for members.

M florida dental Learn more online at FloridaDental.org/PeerReview or by
fd 2 A SSOCIATION- contacting FDA Peer Review Coordinator Lywanda Tucker
PEER REVIEW  at850.350.7143 or ltucker@floridadental.org
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Guided Surgery Mastery:
Implant Placement, Crestal Approach Sinus Lifts
& Peri-lmnlant Grafting Hands-on Workshop

This hands-on workshop provides advanced, clinically focused training in fully
guided implant surgery, covering guided implant placement, guided crestal Thomas Yoon, DDS
approach, sinus lifts and bone grafting around implants to improve precision, Dean, LECOM School of Dental
safety, and surgical outcomes. Seating is limited to 30! Medicine in Bradenton

FRIDAY TIME CFDDA ANNUAL MEETING FDA MEMBER: $599
i MAY 1, 2026 1:30-5:30 PM HAMMOCK BEACH RESORT NON-MEMBER: $649

SPONSORED BY

Hiossen

IMPLANT

REGISTER NOW!

DENTISTS GRADUATE WITH DENTAL KNOWI EDGL,
BUT NOT NECESSARILY %t(%wm KNOWILEDGL .

4
. THERE'S NO SHAME IN NOT KNOWING ‘\

WHAT YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TAUGHT.

WITH
DR. DAVID RICE

Through IgniteDDS tailored

coaching, dentists learn about:

¢ Managing employees

¢ Balancing the books

e Streamlining processes
¢ Planning strategically

Let’s Connect!
david.rice@ignitedds.com
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have difficulty hiring the right people. A true win-win!

encourage them to visit floridadental.or

expertise.

TART

YOUR DENTAL CAREER!

UTILIZE THE FDA'S JUMPSTART PROGRAM IN SOLVING WORKFORCE CHALLENGES

The FDA’s Jumpstart program is an initiative to connect
member dentists with pre-dental students who are inter-
ested in volunteering or working with dental offices. It’s a
creative solution to assist in solving workforce challeng-
es faced by Florida dentists. Jumpstart is a fast pass for

students to gain real-world experience, connect with dentists and master skills that will help them stand out in the dental
school application process and in the competitive field of dentistry. All of this while providing staffing for offices that may

As a result of the FDA’s efforts, members can access a student directory at floridadental.org/jumpstart. It notes students’
geographic location, interests and roles they could fill. If you have an interest in engaging any of these students, please
contact them directly and make suitable arrangements. If you know pre-dental students who may be interested registering,
umpstart to sign up and learn more about transforming their enthusiasm into

FREE ONLINE CE FOR FDA MEMBERS!

Diagnostic Discussion

BI-MONTHLY COLUMNS

FDA members can earn up to 6 hours
of general continuing education (CE)
by reading the Diagnostic Discussion
column included in the bi-monthly
Today’s FDA and taking a quick online
quiz.

Discussions and quizzes are available
24 hours a day at the convenience of
your home or office.

ey florida dental

ASSOCIATION

Rooted in Dentistry

WEBINAR SERIES

This webinar series is your
opportunity to stay informed,
grow your skills and earn up to 6
CE hours at no cost.

Webinar topics include implant
restoration, peri-implant disease,
systemic oral health, diagnostic
advancements and more!

Learn more at www.floridadental.org/online-ce

of treating Medicaid beneficiaries.

ADA RELEASES MEDICAID FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY TOOLKIT:

The ADA has released a new “Medicaid Financial Sustainability Toolkit” to
help member dentists navigate the financial and operational challenges

Developed by several ADA councils and informed by practicing dentists,
the toolkit includes practical strategies, customizable templates and in-
sights to support quality care and financial sustainability. This toolkit also centralizes access to every state’s Medicaid
fee-for-service schedule and is updated semiannually to save time and reduce administrative burden.

®

Visit ada.org/medicaidfinancialtoolkit to access the complete resource.
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Life comes with challenges.
The FDA's Member Assistance Program is here to help.

The Florida Dental Association’s (FDA) Member Assistance Program (MAP) can help you reduce
stress, improve mental health and make life easier by connecting you to the right information,

resources and referrals.

All services are confidential and available to you and your household as an FDA member benefit.
This includes access to short-term counseling and the wide range of services listed below:

Mental Health Sessions

Manage stress, anxiety and depression; resolve
conflict, improve relationships and address personal
issues. Choose from in-person sessions, video
counseling or phone counseling.

Life Coaching

Reach personal and professional goals, manage
life transitions, overcome obstacles, strengthen
relationships and achieve greater balance.

Financial Consultation

Build financial wellness related to budgeting, buying
a home, paying off debt, resolving general tax
questions, preventing identity theft and saving for
retirement or tuition.

Legal Referrals

Receive referrals for personal legal matters
including estate planning, wills, real estate,
bankruptcy, divorce, custody and more.

Work-Life Resources and Referrals

Obtain information and referrals when seeking
childcare, adoption, special needs support,
eldercare, housing, transportation, education and
pet care.

Personal Assistant

Save time with referrals for travel and entertainment,
professional services, cleaning services, home food
delivery and managing everyday tasks.

Medical Advocacy

Get help navigating insurance, obtaining doctor
referrals, securing medical equipment and planning
for transitional care and discharge.

Member Portal

Access your benefits 24/7/365 through the member
portal with online requests and chat options.
Explore thousands of self-help tools and resources
including articles, assessments, podcasts and
resource locators.

No matter what the concern might be ... connect with
AllOne Health. It is a great starting point to find appropriate

- resources, referrals, information and support. Simply pick

[=] =

Contact AllOne Health

800.788.8630

WWW.ENCOMpass.us.com
Code: fdamap

florida dental

up the phone and call: 800.788.8630 or login to
WWW.eNncompass.us.com to access your services.

HEALTHY
DENTIST

HEALTHY DENTIST = HEALTHY PATIENTS

floridadental.org/healthy
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Follow us on Socia

CONNECT AND STAY INFORMED l.
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The Florida Dental Association (FDA) is a
state constituent of the American Dental
Association (ADA), which represents
dentists throughout the country.

[Ei @FloridaDentalAssociation
@) @fda_dental

@FDADental

M @florida-dental-association
D afloridadental

FLORIDA
DENTAL
CHATTER™

Florida Dental Chatter is a private
Facebook group designed for dentists to
interact with other members, receive the
latest updates and information and
engage with FDA leaders and staff.

florida dental
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™

Stay informed with updates on the
education and event offerings for the
Florida Dental Convention. You'll also find
details about other continuing education
events hosted by the FDA, including
webinars, Women Inspire and Navigate
Dentistry (WIND) and more.

“ @floridadentalconvention
r@ @florida_dental_convention
@FLDentalConvt

m, @florida-dental-convention

D @floridadentalconvention

fda: foundation

FLORIDA DENTAL ASSOCIATIOM

The FDA Foundation is the philanthropic
and charitable organization for dentistry.
Bringing together volunteer dentists,
donors and community partners to serve
the underserved and uninsured in Florida.

i afloridadentalchatter

n @FloridaDentalAssociationFoundation

@ @florida_dental_foundation

fda: services inc.

FLORIDA DENTAL ASSOCIATION

Stay in the know with FDA Services
about practice insurance resources,
risk management tips and industry
updates by following our page.

Eil @FDAServicesinc
[@) @fda_services

@FDAServicesInc
M @fda-services-inc-
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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS OFFICE

The FDA Governmental Affairs Office
(GAO) Instagram account is for FDA
members only and is used to promote
legislative and political advocacy
throughout the year.

@ efda_gao

HELPING MEMBERS SUCCEED SINCE 1884

545 John Knox Road, Ste. 200 =

Tallahassee, FL 32303 =

800.877.9922 = 850.681.3629

Fax 850.561.0504 = floridadental.org



